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Correspondence from Germany 

--- 

(by Matthew Hantschko) 

 

Dear Readers in faraway Texas! 

 The nice early spring, of which I 

wrote in my correspondence on April 

3 has now been chased away by grim 

winter weather with winds from the 

northwest howling in all manner of 

sound and driving, at times, snow and 

sleet at freezing temperatures of 7 

degrees. lt is impossible to predict 

how long this weather will last.  

 lt is reported from Weisswasser: 

The body of a worker employed at a 

local plant, by the name of August 

Schneider from Rohne, who had been 

declared missing for 4 weeks, was 

found yesterday in a mine trench not 

far from Braunsteich. Since all of his 

clothing had been found earlier nearby 

it is assumed that the missing person 

took his own life by drowning. lt is 

noteworthy that the first husband of 

Mrs. Schneider, George Michel, 

hanged himself.  

 A few days ago, a female body was 

extracted from the mill stream above 

the town mill at Forst (Lusatia). The 

deceased was identified as Mrs. Berta 

Hycka of Forst who had been missing 

since March 4
th

. lt had been openly 

expressed earlier that the woman may 

have taken her own life due to despair 

over an incurable disease. This 

thought has now become a reality. The 

unfortunate woman was almost 

40years old and was born in Eulo.   

 I was visited on the 5th of Apríl by 

my old friend from Texas, M. 

Schurmann, who has been a resident 

of Giddings for some time. This 

gentleman was accompanied by a 

charming young lady, traveling by 

train #706 on the way to Schleife and, 

continuing on foot toward Spremberg 

looking for morels and then, returning 

to Schleife in order to catch the 4 

o'clock #709 train to Weisswasser. I 

was extremely happy over this rare 

visit by such an old but still youthful 

Don Juan.   

 I sign off with heartfelt greeting to 

the readers of the Volksblatt.  

M. Hantschko 
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